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a stalinate. The sequel we know. What was depicted and
appeared to be irresistible was successfully resisted by the
immovable force of Satyagraha—call it suffering without
retaliation.
What became true then can be equally true now.
Hitlerism will never be defeated by counter-Hitlerism.
It can only breed superior Hitlerism raised to nth degree.
What is going on before our eyes is a demonstration of the
futility of violence as also of Hitlerism.
Let me explain what I mean by failure of Hitlerism.
It has robbed the small nations of their liberty. It has
compelled France to sue for peace. Probably by the time
this is in print Britain will have decided upon her course.
The fall of prance is enough for my argument. I think
French, statesmen have shown rare courage in  bowing to
the inevitable and refusing to be party to senseless mutual
slaughter. There can be no sense in France coming out
victorious if the stake is in truth lost. The cause of liberty
becomes a mockery, if the price to be paid is  wholesale
destruction of those who are to enjoy liberty. It then be-
comes an inglorious satiation of ambition. The   bravery
of the French soldier is world-known. But let the world
know also the greater bravery of the French statesmen in
suing for peace. I have assumed that the French statesmen
have taken the step in a perfectly honourable manner as
behoves true soldiers. Let me hope that Herr Hitler will
impose no humiliating terms but show that, though he can
fight without mercy, he can at least conclude peace not
without mercy.
But to resume the thread of the argument. What will
Hitler do with his victory? Can he digest so much power?
Personally he will go as empty-handed as his not very
remote predecessor Alexander. For the Germans he will
have left not the pleasure of owning a mighty empire but
the burden of sustaining its crushing weight For they
will not be able to hold all the conquered nations in perpe-
tual subjection. And I doubt if the Germans of future genera-
tions will entertain unadulterated pride in the deeds for
which Hitlerism "will be deemed responsible. They will

